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Xin’an academic system of materia medica and formula

WANG Jian, HUANG Hui, JIANG Hong-jie
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ADbstract: Inheriting and developing the academy of Xin’an materia medica and formula, Xin’an doctors made
outstanding and foundational contribution to the researches on systematization, normalization and standardization of the medicines

and formulas. One, based on clinic, they put forth new theories of ‘good at using smell’, ‘familiar with medicine feature’, and
‘features of the same medicine change according to the weather and geographical environment’, etc. and drew inferences about
other cases from one instance in deducing pharmacological action of individuality to generality. On formulas, they undertook the
mission of systemically annotating formulas, inventing new significances of formulas, applying formulas according to syndrome
differentiation, and invented new formulas based on Xin’an innovatory theories. Two, they put emphasis on induction and
classification and made systemic summation on many aspects of knowledge of medicine and therefore, they were in a leading
poisition of traditional Chinese materia medica and formula. Especially, the synthetical classification of formulas with curative
effect as its leading principle and the eight medical prinpicle became the basic classification ways. Three, focusing on curative
effect, they initiated the materia medica compilation style of ‘first efficacy, then major function’, and the formula compilation style
of ‘therapeutic method ruling formula, main formula attaching affiliated one’, and therefore pioneered the modern compilation
style of materia medica and formulas. Four, XU Chun-fu, CHEN Jia-mo, WANG Ang, WU Qian being the representatives, they
widely spreaded medical knowledge to transmit and enlighten it and formed the medical enlightenment school. Xin’an materia
medica and formula has become an academic system not only in contents but also in forms, and has played an important role in
traditional Chinese materia medica, Chinese medicine process, Chinese medicine appraisal, formula, etc. in the modern times.

K ey wor ds; Xin’an academic system of materia medica and formula; Feature of medicine and pharmacological action;
Theory and interpretation of formula; Classification of knowledge; Compilation style; Medical enlightenment school
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